
Gather data on 
languages 
spoken at 

home at  the 
time of 

enrollment for 
all students .  

Home language 
information is 
reviewed and 
exposure to a 

language other 
than English is 
determined. 

There is a language of impact in the 
community or another language is 
spoken in the home either as 1st or 

2nd language of student. 

The student 
does not speak a 
language other 
than English at 

home. 

A teacher 
requests a 
screening. 

The student 
may be an ELL 
and additional 

screening is 
necessary. 

The 
student is 
not an ELL 

The 
student’s 

English 
language 

skills meet 
Montana’s 
Definition of 

"Proficient" for 
LEP Students. 

The student's 
English 

language 
skills are not 
sufficient to 

meet  
Montana's 

Definition of 
"Proficient" for 
LEP Students. 

The W-APT   
or WIDA 

Model English 
language 

screener is 
administered. 

Is there an 
impact on 
academic 

achievement? 

Screener data 
is considered 

along with 
input from 
additional 

measures of 
reading, 

writing, or 
language 

development 
available from 

school 
assessments. 

The 
student is 

an ELL 
and 

requires 
support 
services. 

Example: 
 English Language Learner Identification Process 

Adapted from Fig 5-1, Forte Ph.D, E., & Faulkner-
Bond, M. (2010). The Administrator's Guide to Federal 
Programs for English Learners. Washington DC: 
Thompson. 
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